
STORIES FOR THE 100th ST. BENEDICT THE MOOR COMMUNITY
I remember when…..

Cecilia Phillips Bobo, my grandmother, received recognition on February 7, 1982 for 60 years of music ministry at St. Benedict the Moor Parish along with Fr. Mathew Gottschalk for over 30 years of pastoral service to the Black Catholic community which included an assignment as St. Ben’s pastor.
I discovered through my work in the African American Ministry Office the significance St. Benedict the Moor Parish has had in the evangelization of our people since the early 1900’s after Captain Lincoln Valle came to Milwaukee from Chicago to evangelize Blacks in 1908. 
My grandmother began her association at the parish as one of the 35 students in the mission boarding school in 1912. In later years she and her husband, Dr. Frederick Douglas Bobo were faithful members of the parish along with their eight children.
In my office, I proudly display a Christmas appeal letter signed by Rev. Phillip Steffes, O.M. Cap. requesting funds for the “conversion of the colored race.” The letter contains a photo dated May 14, 1931 of the Pope’s Apostolic Delegate Pietro Fumasoni - Biondi, Archbishop Samuel A. Stritch of Milwaukee, altar boys from St Benedict and a young Albert Bobo at the dedication of St. Anthony Hospital “the latest addition of St. Benedict Mission.”

St. Benedict the Moor is part of the fabric of the Black Catholic community, the Archdiocese of Milwaukee and the Milwaukee community these many years and continues to work for peace, justice and evangelization. 

God Bless You,

Schauneille R. Allen

Director

African American Ministry Office

Milwaukee Archdiocese

