Stories for the 100th
St. Benedict the Moor Community

After being part of the St. Benedict the Moor Parish community for over thirty years, it is hard to pinpoint one remembrance over all others.  However, one family experience does stand out.  Our lives were changed on Easter Monday, 1992, when we learned that our twenty two-year-old daughter Megan had acute lymphocytic leukemia.  Heavy concentrated treatment kept her hospitalized for five weeks.  This was a very trying time for Megan and us; it was also a time when we received tremendous prayerful and emotional support from the St. Ben’s Parish community.  She experienced many rounds of outpatient chemotherapy followed by weekly outpatient visits that eventually put her cancer in remission.  The St. Ben’s Parish community kept up its prayerful and emotional support.

Bad news struck when we were informed on March 24, 1993, that Megan’s cancer had returned.  She was given about a thirty percent chance to survive, and only by having bone marrow transplantation.  This was further complicated since she was our only biological child and could not receive a transplant from her adoptive siblings.  I still remember at the next Sunday Liturgy telling the congregation that I was putting her health in the powerful prayerful hands of the St. Ben’s Parish community.  In fact, when the first response of “Lord, hear our prayer” sounded a little wish-washy to me, I insisted that they once again respond with more passion, which they did.

In addition to prayerful and emotional support, our St. Ben’s Parish family hosted an “Irish Coeli” fund raiser at St. Ben’s on the Saturday before Mother’s Day; over $3000.00 was raised!  This outpouring of support was followed by what was considered a medical phenomenon…to me a minor miracle…further tests showed that the cells that resurfaced were in fact cancer free.  A bone marrow transplantation was not needed, the money was needed for a number of uncovered medical costs.    

Fifteen years later, Megan remains cancer free!  And fifteen years later I am still most indebted to the generous prayerful, emotional and financial support from the St. Ben’s Parish community.  

This is one reason why I have continued to be member of this prophetic, faith-filled and caring community.

Ted John
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